Mastery Objectives
Unit 1: Letter Names

Name letters of alphabet, both uppercase and lowercase.

Unit 2: Beginning Sounds

Isolate beginning sounds in words and identify the letters that
represent the sounds.

Unit 3: Word Families

Using rhyming skills, read words by blending onsets with rimes.

Unit 4: Vowel Power

Isolate medial short vowel sounds in words and identify the letters
that represent the sounds.

Unit 5: Sounding Out Words

Decode phonetically regular CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant)
words.

Unit 6: Blends and Digraphs

Decode phonetically regular short vowel words with blends and
digraphs.

Unit 7: Long Vowel Patterns

Decode phonetically regular words with the final silent e pattern and
vowel pairs ai, oa, ea, and ee.

Unit 8: Complex Patterns

Decode words with complex phonics patterns.

Unit 9: Sight Words

Read grade level high frequency words fluently and automatically.

Unit 10: Syllable Sense

Read multi-syllabic words.

Unit 11: Word Endings

Read words with inflectional endings.

Unit 12: Prefixes and Suffixes Read words with prefixes and suffixes.

The Road to Reading utilizes research-based, multi-sensory teaching techniques shown to be
beneficial for struggling readers. Activities engage children actively in learning concepts and
skills. Students sort pictures and words, build word with letter tiles, create sentences with word
tiles, and break apart words into parts. These hands-on learning activities ensure that concepts
are understood and skills are remembered.
Many struggling readers simply need more time learning key skills. To that end, lessons in the
guide provide multiple ways for children to practice skills. One especially engaging way for
children to learn skills is through games. Games can be difficult to monitor in a whole class
situation, but in a small group, with the benefit of adult supervision, games are effective
learning tools. Many children from more privileged homes have many experiences with games,
while underprivileged children may not. Using learning games for intervention provides the
added benefit of helping underprivileged children catch up to the experiences of their more
privileged counterparts. In each unit in The Road to Reading you will find at least one game.
While the emphasis of the mastery objectives is on decoding skills at the word level, the
overarching goal of the program is for students to read words in connected text and to
understand what they read. In each unit, students progress from learning skills at the word
level to putting the skills to work reading words in connected text.
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